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Executive Directors Message 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

from  

Your Officers and Directors 

 
 Information about our Desk Pad: It will not be the same as the past due to 

lack of enough ads to cover the cost of producing it in itôs former format.  The 

design will be a large wall calendar with the same type of information as in the 

past.  The ads that have been supplied will be featured on each month as in the 

past.  I do have some spots available if any one can get to me ASAP.. 

 

 The Board will be meeting to decide on regular meetings for 2012, as we 

all know in 2011 we had to cancel some meetings due to 

lack of participation and we want to have meaning to our 

meetings and supply education to our membership.  

Please, if you have ideas for our meetings and/or for 

events, contact Ray at our office. 

 

 Again Merry Christmas, and if I step on anyone's 

toes saying this, I do not apologize, it is the season. 

 
 

Ray Castaldi  

Executive Director 
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Phone: 610-874-7171    fgpileggi@pileggilaw.com    Fax: 610-874-3196 
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VALLEY FORGE, INC 
 

PENNDOT 2A Stone - $6.00 per ton 
 

Screened Top Soil $ 15.00 CY SALE 

Double Grind Mulch $15.00 CY 
Recycled Asphalt ~ V.F. Blend $3.00 Ton SALE 

SCREENED Fill Dirt AVAILABLE 
We accept CLEAN Concrete, Asphalt, Brick, Block, Safe Fill and Green Waste 

 
450 East Valley Forge Road ~ King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Phone: (610) 272-7257 

 

Prices Subject To Change Without Notice ~ All Material Subject To Availability 

Reminder 
 

Donôt forget your  

PA One Call In-

voices 
 

E-mail, Fax or mail to  

our office. 

Express Train 
 

Walter arrived at his office late one morning and was greeted 

with giggles from the pretty young receptionist. 

 

"What are you laughing at?" asked Walter. 

 

"There's a big black smudge on your face," said the girl. 

 

"Oh, that!" said Walter. "That's easy to explain. I saw my wife 

off on a two-week vacation this morning; I took her to the sta-

tion and kissed her good-bye." 

 

"But what about the smudge?" 

 

"As soon as she got on board, I ran up and kissed the engine." 
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First violation faces $2,750 fine,  
repeaters can lose CDL 
 
Created: November 29, 2011  

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood today 

announced a final rule specifically prohibiting inter-

state truck and bus drivers from using hand-held cell 

phones while operating their vehicles. The joint rule 

from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-

tion (FMCSA) and the Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-

terials Safety Administration (PHMSA) is the latest 

action by the U.S. Department of Transportation to 

end distracted driving.  

"When drivers of large trucks, buses and hazardous 

materials take their eyes off the road for even a few 

seconds, the outcome can be deadly," said LaHood. 

"I hope that this rule will save lives by helping com-

mercial drivers stay laser-focused on safety at all 

times while behind the wheel."  

The final rule prohibits commercial drivers from us-

ing a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a 

commercial truck or bus. Drivers who violate the 

restriction will face federal civil penalties of up to 

$2,750 for each offense and disqualification from 

operating a commercial motor vehicle for multiple 

offenses. Additionally, states will suspend a driver's 

commercial driver's license (CDL) after two or more 

serious traffic violations. Commercial truck and bus 

companies that allow their drivers to use hand-held 

cell phones while driving will face a maximum pen-

alty of $11,000. Approximately four million com-

mercial drivers would be affected by this final rule. 

The rule takes effect 30 days after being published in 

the Federal Register. 

"This final rule represents a giant leap for safety," 

said FMCSA Administrator Anne S. Ferro. "It's just 

too dangerous for drivers to use a hand-held cell 

phone while operating a commercial vehicle. Drivers 

must keep their eyes on the road, hands on the wheel 

and head in the game when operating on our roads. 

Lives are at stake."  

While driver distraction studies have produced 

mixed results, FMCSA research shows that using a 

hand-held cell phone while driving requires a com-

mercial driver to take several risky steps beyond 

what is required for using a hands-free mobile 

phone, including searching and reaching for the 

phone. Commercial drivers reaching for an object, 

such as a cell phone, are three times more likely to 

be involved in a crash or other safety-critical event. 
(Continued on page 5) 

Truckers Barred from Using 
Hand-Held Cell Phones  

Make Sure Your Drivers Know About This 

For you owners of trucks it would be a good investment to 

either equip vehicles with a Bluetooth setup or supply a 

Bluetooth to drivers and see that they are used. 



Dialing a hand-held cell phone makes it six times 

more likely that commercial drivers will be involved 

in a crash or other safety-critical event.   

In September 2010, FMCSA issued a regulation ban-

ning text messaging while operating a commercial 

truck or bus and PHMSA followed with a companion 

regulation in February 2011, banning texting by in-

trastate hazardous materials drivers. 

"Needless injuries and deaths happen when people 

are distracted behind the wheel," said PHMSA   Ad-

ministrator Cynthia Quarterman. "Our final rule 

would improve safety and reduce risks of hazmat in 

transportation."  

Nearly 5,474 people died and half a million were 

injured in crashes involving a distracted driver in 

2009. Distraction -related fatalities represented 16 

percent of overall traffic fatalities in 2009, according 

to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

(NHTSA) research. 

Many of the largest truck and bus companies, such 

as UPS, Covenant Transport, Wal-Mart, Peter Pan 

and Greyhound already have company policies in 

place banning their drivers from using hand -held 

phones. 

Read the final hand -held cell phone ban rule 

can be accessed  here.  

To learn more about the U.S. Department of Trans-

portation's efforts to stop distracted driving, please 

visit  http://www.distraction.gov . 
 

(Continued from page 4) 

 
JOBSITE PRODUCTS, INC. 

Erosion Control & 
Geosynthetic Products 

800-298-4900 
JOBSITE PRODUCTS, INC. 

CARRIES A COMPLETE LINE OF: 
 

GEOTEXTILES Å GEOGRIDS 
EROSION CONTROL BLANKETS 
SILT AND SAFETY FENCE 
GABIONS Å GRASS PAVERS 

LANDSCAPE FABRIC Å COIR LOGS 
GEOCELLS Å GEOMEMBRANES 

INLET PROTECTION Å FILTER BAGS 
and moreé 

 

Nick Fanto      215-740-1042 
 

1515 Gehman Road,  
Harleysville, PA  19438 

215-256-6077 Å 215-256-6210 fax 

 

Tight Jeans 

 

Peter's sitting in a coffee shop, staring at 

a girl wearing the tightest pants he's ever 

seen. 

 

Finally his curiosity gets the best of him, 

so he walks over and asks, "How do you 

get into those pants?" 

 

The young lady looks him over and re-

plies, "Well, you could start by buying 

me dinner." 
 

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rules-regulations/administration/rulemakings/final/Mobile_phone_NFRM.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/rules-regulations/administration/rulemakings/final/Mobile_phone_NFRM.pdf
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/redirect.aspx?page=http://www.distraction.gov


From Ben Stein 

Apparently the White House referred to Christmas Trees as 

Holiday Trees for the first time this year which prompted 

CBS presenter, Ben Stein, to present this piece which I 

would like to share with you. I think it applies just as much 

too many countries as it does to America.  

The following was written by Ben Stein and recited by him 

on CBS Sunday Morning   Commentary. 

My confession: 

I am a Jew, and every single one of my an-

cestors was Jewish.  And it does not bother 

me even a little bit when people call those 

beautiful lit up, bejeweled trees, and Christ-

mas trees.  I don't feel threatened.  I don't 

feel discriminated against. That's what they 

are, Christmas trees. 

It doesn't bother me a bit when people say, 

'Merry Christmas' to me.  I don't think they 

are slighting me or getting ready to put me 

in a ghetto.  In fact, I kind of like it.  It shows that we are all 

brothers and sisters celebrating this happy time of year. It 

doesn't bother me at all that there is a manger scene on dis-

play at a key intersection near my beach house in Malibu.  If 

people want a cr¯che, it's just as fine with me as is the Me-

norah a few hundred yards away. 

I don't like getting pushed around for being a Jew, and I 

don't think Christians like getting pushed around for being 

Christians.  I think people who believe in God are sick and 

tired of getting pushed around, period.  I have no idea where 

the concept came from, that America is an explicitly atheist 

country.  I can't find it in the Constitution and I don't like it 

being shoved down my throat. 

Or maybe I can put it another way: where did the idea come 

from that we should worship celebrities and we aren't al-

lowed to worship God?  I guess that's a sign that I'm getting 

old, too.  But there are a lot of us who are wondering where 

these celebrities came from and where the America we knew 

went to. 

In light of the many jokes we send to one another for a 

laugh, this is a little different:  This is not intended to be a 

joke; it's not funny, itôs intended to get you thinking. 

Billy Graham's daughter was interviewed on the Early Show 

and Jane Clayson asked her 'How God could let something 

like this happen?' (regarding Hurricane Katrina)..   Anne 

Graham gave an extremely profound and insightful re-

sponse.  She said, 'I believe God is deeply saddened by this, 

just as we are, but for years we've been telling God to get out 

of our schools, to get out of our government and to get out of 

our lives.  And being the gentleman He is, I believe He has 

calmly backed out.  How can we expect God to give us His 

blessing and His protection if we demand He leave us 

alone?' 

In light of recent events... terrorists attack, school shootings, 

etc.  I think it started when Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she 

was murdered, her body found a  few years ago) complained 

she didn't want prayer in our schools, and we  said OK.  

Then someone said you better not read the Bible in school.  

The Bible says thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not steal,  and 

love your neighbor as yourself.  And we said OK. 

Then Dr. Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't 

spank our children when they misbehave, 

because their little personalities would be 

warped and we might damage their self-

esteem  (Dr. Spock's son committed sui-

cide).  We said an expert should know  what 

he's talking about.  And we said okay. 

Now we're asking ourselves why our chil-

dren have no conscience, why they don't 

know right from wrong, and why it doesn't 

bother them to kill strangers, their class-

mates, and themselves. 

Probably, if we think about it long and hard enough, we can 

figure it out.  I think it has a great deal to do with 'WE REAP 

WHAT WE SOW.' 

Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then 

wonder why the world's going to hell.  Funny how we be-

lieve what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible 

says.  Funny how you can send 'jokes' through e-mail  and 

they spread like wildfire, but when you start sending mes-

sages  regarding the Lord, people think twice about sharing.  

Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene articles pass 

freely through cyberspace,  but public discussion of God is 

suppressed in the school and  workplace. 

Are you laughing yet? 

Funny how when you forward this message, you will not 

send it to many on your address list because you're not sure 

what they believe, or what they will think of you for sending 

it. 

Funny how we can be more worried about what other people 

think of us than what God thinks of us. 

Pass it on if you think it has merit. 

If not, then just discard it.... no one will know you did.  But, 

if you discard this thought process, don't sit back and com-

plain about what bad shape the world is in.  

My Best Regards,   Honestly and respectfully, 

Ben Stein  



 

MILLING MACHINE RENTALS 
 

Wirtgen W2000 Machine 
 

*SNOW REMOVAL 
 

*SINKHOLE REPAIR 
 

GEI Enterprises,  Inc. 
 

462 Glennie Circle ~ King of Prussia 
Phone (610)-277-1983 Fax (610)-277-7641 

 
Voters Across U.S. Approve Nearly $600M for  

Transportation Improvements 
 
 
Voters across the nation Nov. 8 approved five separate transportation-related referendums and 

ballot initiatives, sending a clear signal that Americans support investment in transportation in-

frastructure, according to the American Road & Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA). 

By an overwhelming 81 to 19 percent, voters in Arkansas approved nearly $600 million in bonds 

to finance expanded transportation improvements in the largest of the initiatives.  

Eight of the nine measures, which were considered in Colorado, Michigan, Washington and Ar-

kansas, aimed to increase funding specifically for transportation spending. Five measures were 

approved with an average vote of 71 percent.  

Nov. 8ôs election featured two statewide and seven local ballot measures. Five of the measures 

were for new or extended taxes, renewals or increases, one initiative renewed a bonding pro-

gram, two were transportation levies, and oneðwhich as of press time was still too close to 

callðwas related to toll use in Washington State.  

ARTBAôs ballot initiative report can be viewed at: www.artba.org/ballot. 

http://www.artba.org/ballot


http://www.ransome.com/


Business wins repeal of 3% 

withholding requirement 

 
November 21, 2011 

Phoenix Business Journal 

Kent Hoove 

Business groups have won another victory in their 

battle against onerous tax provisions. 

The Senate voted 95-0 on Nov. 10 to repeal a law 

that requires federal, state and local governments to 

withhold 3 percent of their payments to providers 

of goods and services, beginning in 2013. The re-

quirement had been passed by Congress in 2005 as 

a way to make sure government contractors didnôt 

avoid paying federal taxes. 

Small businesses, however, complained the provi-

sion was unfair to tax-compliant businesses and 

would cause cash-flow problems for many compa-

nies. Local governments also contended the with-

holding requirement would be costly to implement. 

In response to these complaints, the effective date 

for this requirement was delayed twice, but oppo-

nents continued to push for full repeal. 

On Oct. 27, the House voted 405-16 to repeal the 

requirement. It will have to vote on the measure 

again, however, since the Senate added provisions 

creating a tax break for businesses that hire veter-

ans. This tax break, which is part of President 

Barack Obamaôs jobs plan, is supported by both 

Democrats and Republicans, so the amended bill 

was expected to pass the House quickly and be 

signed into law. 

Assuming that happens, this will be the second time 

this year Congress has repealed a tax burden on 

businesses that previous Congresses passed to nar-

row the tax gap -- the difference between the 

amount of taxes owed to the government and the 

amount actually collected. 

In April, Congress repealed a provision in 2009ôs 

health care reform law that would have required 

businesses, beginning in 2012, to file a 1099 form 

with the Internal Revenue Service    anytime they 

spend more than $600 a year with another business. 

This would have been a major expansion of 1099 

reporting requirements, which currently apply only 

to payments to unincorporated service providers. 

Third-party reporting of income is viewed as an 

effective way to make sure businesses pay the taxes 

they owe, but small businesses contended the 1099 

expansion would create a paperwork nightmare. 

Business groups modeled their effort to repeal the 3 

percent withholding requirement on their successful 

campaign to repeal the expanded 1099 requirement. 

The key to their success was showing Congress the 

withholding requirement wouldnôt just hit federal 

contractors -- companies that donôt earn a lot of 

sympathy on Capitol Hill. 

ñItôs broader than that,ò said Giovanni Coratolo, 

vice president of small-business policy at the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce and one of the leaders of 

the Government Withholding Relief Coalition. 

Construction companies pointed out that the profit 

margins on many state and local transportation pro-

jects are so low that the withholding requirement 

would force them to either refrain from bidding on 

these projects or charge more for the work. Physi-

cian groups that treat Medicare patients said with-

holding would be too much to bear, particularly 

because they often lose money treating seniors and 

face a scheduled reduction in the Medicare reim-

bursement rate at the end of this year. 

Local and state officials also complained about the 

withholding requirement. 

ñThe costs for county governments to comply 

would have been enormous,ò said Larry Naake, ex-

ecutive director of the National Association of 

Counties. ñIt would have required our nationôs larg-

er counties to reprogram or purchase new accounts 

payable systems, hire additional staff and essential-

ly turn county accounting offices into IRS district 

offices.ò 

The ruleôs broad impact enabled the coalition to 

mobilize a grassroots campaign for its repeal, simi-

lar to what happened leading up to the repeal of the 

1099 reporting provision. 

ñThis particular vote is really a testament to the 

grass roots, and the power that the grass roots have 

when they really get hot about an issue,ò Coratolo 

said. ñThe same thing happened on 1099.ò 

Sen. Mary Landrieu, the Louisiana Democrat who 

chairs the Senate Small Business and Entrepreneur-

ship Committee, called repeal of the withholding 

(Continued on page 10) 



THE ITALIAN WEDDING TEST 

 

I was a very happy man. My wonderful girl-
friend and I had been dating for over a year, 
and so we decided to get married. There was 
only one little thing bothering meé 

 
It was her beautiful younger sister. 

 
My prospective sister-in-law was twenty-two, 
wore very tight miniskirts, and generally was 
bra-less. She would regularly bend down when 
she was near me, and I always got more than 
a nice view. It had to be deliberate. Because 
she never did it when she was near anyone 
else. 

 
One day her 'little' sister called and asked me 
to come over to check the wedding invitations. 
She was alone when I arrived, and she whis-
pered to me that she had feelings and desires 
for me that she couldn't overcome. She told me 
that she wanted me just once before I got mar-
ried and committed my life to her sister. 

 
Well, I was in total shock, and couldn't say a 
word. She said, 'I'm going upstairs to my bed-
room, and if you want one last wild fling, just 
come up and get me'. I was stunned and fro-
zen in shock as I watched her go up the stairs. 
I stood there for a moment, then turned and 
made a beeline straight to the front door. I 
opened the door, and headed straight towards 
my car. 

 
Lord... And behold, my entire future family was 
standing outside, all clapping! 

 
With tears in his eyes, my father-in-law hugged 
me and said, 'We are very happy that you have 
passed our little test. We couldn't ask for a bet-
ter man for our daughter. Welcome to the fami-
ly'. 
And the moral of this story is: 

 

Always keep your condoms in your car. 

requirement ña win for small businesses across Ameri-

ca.ò 

ñMain Street businesses are already struggling,ò she 

said. ñThey cannot afford to receive only a portion of 

their compensation. This repeal assures small-business 

owners that they will receive full payment for their 

work.ò 

Bill to repeal 3% withholding 

As amended by the Senate, House Resolution 674: 

�‡���5�H�S�H�D�O�V���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���I�H�G�H�U�D�O�����V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���O�R�F�D�O��
governments to withhold 3% of their payments to ven-

dors on contracts of $10,000 or more. 

�‡���&�D�O�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���8���6�����7�U�H�D�V�X�U�\���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���W�R���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H��
the amount of delinquent taxes owed by federal con-

tractors and analyze ways to collect this tax debt. 

�‡���3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���W�D�[���E�U�H�D�N�V���I�R�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���K�L�U�H���X�Q�H�P��
ployed veterans. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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