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U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood today
announced a final rule specifically prohibiting inter-
state truck and bus drivers from using hand-held cell
phones while operating their vehicles. The joint rule
from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion (FMCSA) and the Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-
terials Safety Administration (PHMSA) is the latest
action by the U.S. Department of Transportation to

end distracted driving.

"When drivers of large trucks, buses and hazardous
materials take their eyes off the road for even a few
seconds, the outcome can be deadly," said LaHood.
"I hope that this rule will save lives by helping com-
mercial drivers stay laser-focused on safety at all

times while behind the wheel."

The final rule prohibits commercial drivers from us-
ing a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a
commercial truck or bus. Drivers who violate the
restriction will face federal civil penalties of up to

$2,750 for each offense and disqualification from
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P h Ooffen&sSAdditionally, states will suspend a driver's

.commercial driver's license (CDL) after two or more
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serjaus.fraffic violations. Commercial truck and bus
ED'E

companies that allow their drivers to use hand-held

2 0 deft phones while driving will face a maximum pen-

alty of $11,000. Approximately four million com-
mercial drivers would be affected by this final rule.
The rule takes effect 30 days after being published in
the Federal Register.

"This final rule represents a giant leap for safety,"
said FMCSA Administrator Anne S. Ferro. "It's just
too dangerous for drivers to use a handheld cell
phone while operating a commercial vehicle. Drivers
must keep their eyes on the road, hands on the wheel
and head in the game when operating on our roads.
Lives are at stake."

While driver distraction studies have produced
mixed results, FMCSA research shows that using a
hand-held cell phone while driving requires a com-
mercial driver to take several risky steps beyond
what is required for using a hands-free mobile
phone, including searching and reaching for the
phone. Commercial drivers reaching for an object,
such as a cell phone, are three times more likely to

be involved in a crash or other safety-critical event.
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(Continued from page 20009. Distraction -related fatalities represented 16

Dialing a hand-held cell phone makes it six times percent of overall traffic fatalities in 2009, according
more likely that commercial drivers will be involved  to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
in a crash or other safety-critical event. (NHTSA) research.

In September 2010, FMCSA issued a regulation ban- Many of the largest truck and bus companies, such
ning text messaging while operating a commercial  as UPS, Covenant Transport, WalMart, Peter Pan
truck or bus and PHMSA followed with a companion and Greyhound already have company policies in
regulation in February 2011, banning texting by in-  place banning their drivers from using hand -held
trastate hazardous materials drivers. phones.

"Needless injuries and deaths happen when people Read the final hand
are distracted behind the wheel," said PHMSA Ad-

ministrator Cynthia Quarterman. "Our final rule

-held cell phone ban rule

can be accessed here.

would improve safety and reduce risks of hazmatin To learn more about the U.S. Department of Trans-
transportation.” portation's efforts to stop distracted driving, please
visit http://www.distraction.gov

Nearly 5,474 people died and half a million were

injured in crashes involving a distracted driver in
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http://www.artba.org/ballot

RANSOME FAMILY OF COMPANIES OFFERS
FULL-SERVICE INDUSTRY SOLUTIONS WITH POWER
SYSTEMS, EARTH MOVING, RENTAL STORE, AND
RANSOME INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS DIVISIONS.

CONTACT US TODAY!
1-877-RANSOME

Ransome m

www.ransome.com www.ransomeinternational.com
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She was alone when | arrived, and she whis-

pered to me that she had feelings and desires

for me that she couldn'[t overcome She told me

that she wanted me just, once before | got mar -

ried and committed my I|jife to her sister

Wel | | |l was in total shock, and couldn't say a

word. She said, "I'"m going upstairs to my bed-

room, and if you want one |l ast wild fling, just

come up and get me' . |l [was stunned and fro-

zen in shock as | watchled her go up the stairs,|

|l stood there for a moment, then turned and

made a beelin straight to the front door I

opened the door, and heladed straight towards

my car .

ord. .. And behold, my |entire future family was

standing outside, all <c|lapping!

With tears 1 n Hhiidsawylresggend f at her

me and said, 'We are vejry happy that you have

passed our |little test.| We couldn'"t ask for a pbe

ter man for our daughteir. Welcome to the fami-

'y "' .

And t he mor al of this sjtory i s:

Al ways keep your condoms in your <car.
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